Costume & Dress FAQs
· What do girls need to wear for a performance OR a Feis?
New dancers who have been with the Culkin School for 1 or 2 years are permitted to wear the “Beginner Costume”, which consists of a white embroidered T-Shirt, black embroidered shawl, black skirt made by our seamstress (BJ Mason), black Capezio transition tights style #1816 or for kids’ sizes #1816C, fake hair scrunchie, (more on this later), official Irish dance shoes. The entire outfit is provided by BJ Mason, whose information is below.

After your dancer’s 2nd year of dancing, the Culkin school dress should be ordered. You will need to meet with our Dress Maker for a fitting and she’ll make you a dress. Please note that it will take several weeks to make your dress. BJ Mason will be taking orders for the entire school and we have 2 busy seasons, Spring (February-May) and Fall (August-November). You should give a minimum of 6-weeks for your dress to be completed.  

Girls who are wearing the dress should also have the Capezio transition tights mentioned above, fake hair scrunchie, and official Irish dance shoes.

· What do BOYS need to wear for a performance OR a Feis?
Boys have it made! Boys need black pants, black socks, black button-down long-sleeved dress shirt and a white tie. Boys also need to make sure that their hair is neatly combed. Boys should have official Irish dancing shoes as well.

· How do I order a costume?

The velvet dresses and beginner costumes should be ordered through the Culkin School Dressmaker, BJ Mason. BJ will be at Hughes in Silver Spring on Thursdays from 4:30pm-6:30pm and Saturdays from 2:30pm-4:30pm.  To schedule a fitting, please set up an appointment with BJ via email at bjandrick@earthlink.net
Beginner Costumes (t-shirt, skirt, shawl) are a bit easier to fit. Please provide your dancer's waist measurement to BJ in your email (measured at the belly button or widest point) and waist to knee measurement (measured from the belly button to the top of the kneecap where it joins the leg). If you would prefer, BJ can measure your dancer. The chart below gives you an idea of what size skirt to order.

	SKIRT SIZES

	Child Small (fits waist 23-25, skirt length 10”from waist)

	Child Med (fits waist 24-26, skirt length 14” from waist)

	Adult Small (fits waist 24-26, skirt length 15” from waist)

	Adult Med (fits waist 26-29, skirt length 16” from waist)

	Adult Large (fits waist 29-32, skirt 16” from waist


If ordering a velvet school dress, you should plan to have BJ measure your dancer.
· How much do the girls’ costumes cost?

	Beginner Skirts: $25 
(these skirts are specially made for the Culkin School and include built in briefs. Please do not wear a store purchased black skirt—these skirts are made for a dancer.)

	Embroidered T-shirt Girls sizes: $20

	Embroidered T-shirt Adult sizes: $22.50

	Embroidered shawls: $20 

(shawls SHOULD be returned to BJ for a refund after your dancer has graduated to the velvet dress)


The Culkin School VELVET DRESS will cost you a total of $235. Please note that the Culkin School generously helps subsidize the cost of school dresses as the total cost plus labor comes to $335, however, Sean and Denise donate $100 to each dress made.

· Is there anyway to buy used costumes?
Yes, there are used costumes available! The webmaster constantly adds used dress and shoe information to our site just go to http://www.culkinschool.com/dressexchange.htm
It is possible to “trade-in” your dress IF it is clean and in good condition for a $100 credit for your new dress.
· Where can I buy the fake hair scrunchie?

All girls are expected to wear their hair in a bun and attach a “fake hair scrunchie” around it. The hair should be pulled off the face neatly, with no wisps hitting the face. You can buy your Scrunchie at Empire Wigs, 1534 Rockville Pike, Rockville, MD 20852, Phone: (301) 881-6353 or buy one the morning of the feis at a vendor. Please make sure to triple bobby pin it in so it doesn’t come flying off while you are dancing. We really don’t want new dancers wearing the big wigs—they should wait until the Championship level to purchase one of these.
· Why do we have to buy these particular Capezio tights?

It is important when putting a performance together that the girls match. It is incredibly distracting to the audience if the colors (Or Hues) of the tights do not match, which is why we’ve stipulated the style of tights everyone must purchase.
All girls should plan to wear the Capezio transition tights style #1816 (1816C if ordering child’s sizes) if participating in a feis. It is a much neater look and really makes Culkin dancers stand out. We do NOT want the kids dancing in socks.
Nicki will try and get some tights to bring to Trinity so that you don’t have to make a trip out to Silver Spring to purchase tights from BJ. Please note that BJ is able to buy these in BULK, so the price you get from her is a bit cheaper than what you’d pay if ordering one pair. We suggest buying 2 pairs so that you have an extra set if you get a runner.

The cost of the tights is $12—feel free to write a check to Elizabeth Mason—if you pay with cash, please mark that on the envelope so that our “checks & balances” adds up in the end.

· What if my dancer just needs her dress altered?

Alison Mrohs is responsible for all alterations on Culkin school dresses. Please allow a minimum of 2 weeks for alterations to be completed. Contact Alison at: alisonmrohs@comcast.net
· Are there any other costumes we should know about?

Yes, the school also has a “summer costume” which includes the beginner skirt (information above) and the Culkin school cap sleeve t-shirt ($15). Sometimes it is just too hot to wear a velvet dress at an outdoor event during the summer. This is a cooler alternative! You may want to consider purchasing a beginner (or performance) skirt.

